BOTANY DEPARTMENT RECYCLING INITIATIVE
Why recycle? 

1. Recycling at source will soon be law since it is part of the city of Cape Town’s new Waste Management Integration Plan. The city has already launched a pilot recycling project in Sea Point. 

2. Recycling reduces our carbon footprint

To produce plastic, tin, glass and paper from recycled material requires less energy (and thus less electricity and CO2 emissions) than producing these from raw materials. 

Paper – 40 % less energy is used to make paper from recycled paper than virgin wood (stats from Mondi South Africa) 

Cans - 95 % less energy to make cans from recycled aluminium cans than virgin bauxite ore (http://www.alcoa.com/alcoa_recycling/en/home.asp)
Plastic – The amount of energy saved from recycling plastic depends on the type of plastic, one example: 66.67 % less energy is required to produce carrier bags from recycled rather than virgin polythene (http://www.wasteonline.org.uk/resources/InformationSheets/Plastics.htm)
Glass – Recycling ONE glass bottle saves enough energy to power a computer for 25 minutes 

 (http://www.theglassrecyclingcompany.co.za) 
3. Recycling supports job creation 

Oasis Recycling Company who will collect our recyclables employs 365 people with intellectual disabilities, many of them primary breadwinners.
4. Recycling saves landfill space 
Currently our waste are taken by train to a site north of the city (approximately 20 soccer fields filled 2m high daily) and these landfill sites are filling up. See the Cape Times headline “City is drowning in waste”article. 
HOW DO YOU JOIN THE RECYCLING INITIATIVE?

Three easy steps: 

Step 1 - Pick up three labelled cardboard boxes (PAPER, PLASTIC, TIN) from the tearoom 
Step 2 - Place these in your office next to your general waste bin 
Step 3 - Change the angle of your throw to hit either the paper, plastic, tin box or general waste bin from the comfort of your chair 

An extra additional step: Smile and thank the cleaners for taking responsibility for your waste when they come clean out the boxes 

THE RECYCLING PLAN

The cleaning staff will clean out ONE of your boxes every day. The days of collection are as follow: 
Monday: Plastic

Tuesday: General non-recyclable waste

Wednesday: Paper

Thursday: Tin

Friday: General non-recyclable waste
For COMPOST, there will be a bin stationed outside the glass greenhouse opposite the botany building where you can place all your vegetable, fruit and garden waste or place it in the general non-recyclable waste bin or take it home for recycling. 
Because there is the risk of contamination of glassware with poisonous chemicals, for now, we will not be recycling glass. 

THINGS THAT CANNOT BE RECYCLED
Throw non- recyclable in the general non-recyclable waste bin. Mixing these in with the recyclable material is costly to the recycling company because they have to spend extra labour sorting and throwing these away. 

	YES 
	NO 

	PAPER

· Newspapers, Magazines

· Brown cardboard

· Cardboard boxes (EXCEPT BANANA AND TOMATO)
· Household cardboard boxes

· All office paper

CANS/ TINS

· Cold drink cans / food tins

PLASTIC

· Bubble-wrap

· Ice Cream containers
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Plastic packing – thin plastic e.g. around Femina magazines, and other plastic
	PAPER

· TELEPHONE  DIRECTORIES

· WAX LINED BOXES (terepak) 

             e.g. Milk/juice/Banana and tomato cardboard boxes

· Tissues

OTHER
· Foil containers

· Polystyrene punnets 

· Styrofoam 

· Disposable nappies

PLASTIC    

· Cling-wrap

· Florist wrap
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[image: image7.emf]Any other plastics

that do not fall into any of the above 

categories. - An example is melamine, which is often 

used in plastic plates and cups.

OTHER

Polystyrene

- Yoghurt pots, foam meat or fish trays, 

hamburger boxes and egg cartons, vending cups, plastic 

cutlery, protective packaging for electronic goods and 

toys.

PS

Polypropylene

- Margarine tubs, microwaveable meal 

trays.

PP

Low density polyethylene

- Carrier bags and bin liners. LDPE

Polyvinyl chloride

- Food trays, cling film, bottles for 

squash, mineral water and shampoo.

PVC

High-density polyethylene

- Bottles for milk and 

washing-up liquids.

HDPE

Polyethylene terephthalate

- Fizzy drink bottles and 

oven-ready meal trays.

PET

Any other plastics

that do not fall into any of the above 

categories. - An example is melamine, which is often 

used in plastic plates and cups.

OTHER

Polystyrene

- Yoghurt pots, foam meat or fish trays, 

hamburger boxes and egg cartons, vending cups, plastic 

cutlery, protective packaging for electronic goods and 

toys.

PS

Polypropylene

- Margarine tubs, microwaveable meal 

trays.

PP

Low density polyethylene

- Carrier bags and bin liners. LDPE

Polyvinyl chloride

- Food trays, cling film, bottles for 

squash, mineral water and shampoo.

PVC

High-density polyethylene

- Bottles for milk and 

washing-up liquids.

HDPE

Polyethylene terephthalate

- Fizzy drink bottles and 

oven-ready meal trays.

PET

TYPES OF PLASTIC 
